Results of combined radiotherapy and multidrug chemotherapy in advanced squamous cell cancer of the head and neck.
Treatment results of combined radiotherapy and polychemotherapy in a group of 38 patients with advanced squamous cell of the head and neck cancer are presented. The radio-chemotherapy schedule included 60Co irradiation with 20 Gy in 10 fractions over two weeks followed by multidrug chemotherapy with vincristine, bleomycin, methotrexate and leucovorin. Three series of radio-chemotherapy were given. In 14 patients the total dose of irradiation was increased to 70-105 Gy. The probabilities of overall and symptom-free survival at 2 years were 32% and 20%, respectively. Treatment results correlated with stage of the disease. Patients who received higher doses of radiation seemed to have better chances of symptom-free survival.